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EUPISD Special Education Superstar Spotlight: Elizabeth Litzner, we
recognize your impact!
This month, we would like to recognize Liz Litzner as our Special Education Superstar for the
month of April.  Liz is professional and articulate in her approach to providing services to meet
individual student needs.  Liz is a strong team member who leads by example. Liz’s team members
express their gratitude for her organizational oversight and ability to support teams throughout the
IEP process. Superintendent Amy Lester states, “Liz always goes above and beyond in providing
support for students with disabilities, their families, and their general education classroom
teachers. She finds creative solutions and provides consistent support. Liz has proven to be a
valuable member of every team we have.” Special education Supervisor Ruthanne Stark states, “Liz
demonstrates proficiency in determining student needs and abilities and aligning supports to help
students make progress on their IEP goals. Liz does a great job working with others and helping
families feel comfortable.”

Cross Grade / Building Transition Meetings
In order to support students as they transition from one grade level to the next (such as from
preschool to kindergarten, elementary to middle school, middle to high school, etc.), cross grade
transition meetings are a useful tool to ensure IEP implementation as the student moves into a new
environment. When scheduling transition meetings, consider inviting current IEP members as well
as sta� at the receiving grade / building to ensure a smooth transition. Teams meet to ensure sta�
have the capacity and resources to implement the IEP and consider whether the IEP team needs to
reconvene. Behavior plans, safety plans, specialized team meetings, and peer to peer supports are
additional items to discuss at transition meetings. Individualized supports may need to be adjusted
for the new school year/classroom setting (i.e. visual schedules, sensory toolboxes, break area, etc).
Check out Centervention’s resource to support the transition from elementary to middle school.

https://www.centervention.com/first-day-of-middle-school-opening-lockers/


IEP Implementation
Each special education eligible child with an IEP has a designated case manager; a special education
provider who takes primary responsibility for overseeing the implementation of the IEP. A key piece
of this role is supporting the general education teacher(s) with understanding their role and
responsibilities in IEP implementation. See Section 7 (page 5) of the EUPISD IEP Manual for more
detailed information that can be shared with general education teachers regarding IEP
participation, implementation, and documentation. This section has been pulled out into a stand
alone document for easy reference - LINKED HERE.

Contingency Learning Plan Reminder
As you update annual IEPs, please be sure to review student Contingency Learning Plans to make
sure they are ready in case of a COVID related school closure. It will be important to continue these
plans into the fall of 2021 to make sure all eventualities are covered.

Summary of Performance
A Summary of Performance (SOP) must be completed for any student who is graduating with a
diploma, exiting with a certificate of completion, or aging out of special education services. The
SOP highlights a student's summary of academic achievement, functional performance and
recommendations for post secondary supports and should be completed prior to the student’s last
day of school. A student’s SOP should be completed in Illuminate and can be found under the
Special Education tab under ‘SOP Details’. Additionally, please be sure to provide every exiting
student with a “blue card” for post-secondary surveying. These cards are used to connect with
students one year after the student exits to collect data regarding post-secondary activities. If you
need additional blue cards, contact your special education supervisor or Patricia Jones.

https://www.eupschools.org/Page/5505
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YklCGxNk2R2JQvapqeVSL1JxQ9cYxONTWjn2O6Dfwc0/edit?usp=sharing


Personal Curriculum
In 2006, the state of Michigan added the option of a personal curriculum to the revised school code
as a way to provide flexibility with the Michigan Merit Curriculum. The MDE Personal Curriculum
Parent and Educator Guide was developed to help educators, students, and parents understand
when it may be appropriate to use a personal curriculum (PC) option to modify the Michigan Merit
Curriculum (MMC) requirements. State statute allows personal curriculum modification in order to:

● Go beyond the academic credit requirements by adding more math, science, English
language arts, or world languages credits; or completing a department-approved formal
career and technical education program.

● Modify the State Content Standards for Mathematics.
● Modify, when necessary, the credit requirements of a student with an Individualized

Education Program (IEP).
● Modify credit requirements for a student who transfers from out of state or from a nonpublic

school and is unable to meet the MMC requirements.
For more information regarding Personal Curriculum visit
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-6530_30334_49879---,00.html or see the Family
Matters Fact Sheet.

Intervention Corner: Behavior and Social Emotional Learning
Mystery Motivator
It is the final push of the school year.  Your students may need a little extra reinforcement to meet
the classroom behavior expectations.  The Mystery Motivator is a fun way to keep your students on
track in the classroom.  The anticipation and surprise motivates students to engage in the desired
behavior.  This intervention can be used for your whole class or individual students.
Mystery Motivator- Step By Step Guide

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/PC_Guide_1_2015_482101_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/PC_Guide_1_2015_482101_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-6530_30334_49879---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/PC_FactSheet_672877_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/PC_FactSheet_672877_7.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bckj3FlbMcQ&list=PLagiviFhnZbC8n4FdMru5o0_nJ_ygLK75&index=6
https://www.interventioncentral.org/classroom_management_mystery_motivator

